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Conference Chairman
A Tory majority...
The week before we assemble for the Sentry
Farming Conference in February this year, we will have left
the EU.
What this precisely means for British Farmers is
still unclear, however a period of change looms. Our
Conference for 2020, titled ‘Cultivating a Culture
for Succession,’ will focus on three key areas in
preparation:
Collaboration, Succession and Leadership.
The UK agriculture has a historically poor record
of collaboration. Trailing most of the world. We will
hear from both ends of the earth, from Scotland to
New Zealand on how a farming business and a whole
sector have collaborated for personal and industry
benefit. Succession, too often seen as an addendum
to Will planning, is a largely misunderstood and
misrepresented necessity for progression. Careful
and strategic succession planning can propel a
business’ fortunes. It must not be confined to a conversation for business owners. Theory,
Case Studies and Experts will share their opinions and open the floor for your questions.
Finally, a period of great change requires discipline and leadership. The Sentry Lecture will have
the privilege of welcoming Sir Alastair Cook for a question and answer session. Drawing on
his experience as England’s leading Test run scorer and Cricket Captain, Sir Alastair will make
parallels with an industry preparing for change and how it has helped prepared him for life as
a sheep farmer.

Ian Pigott, OBE

Agenda
08.30

Registration & Refreshments

09.15

Chairman Introduction
		Ian Pigott, OBE

		Session 1 - Collaboration
09.25

RORY CHRISTIE - Farmer and board member of Scottish Agricultural

		

Organisation Society

10.05

Dr. CHRIS KEBBELL & JEFF GRANT - NZ Primary Industries / Agri 		

		

culture Counsellor - Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) representative

10.55

Refreshment break in the Exhibition Hall

		Session 2 - Succession
11.25
ELIZABETH BAGGER - Director General, The Institute of Family Business
		BRIAN THOMPSON - Chairman, Musgrave Next Generation
12.25

DISCUSSION PANEL
		GARY MARKHAM - Land Family Business
		EDWARD VENMORE - Head of Agriculture, Foot Anstey Solicitors
		ELIZABETH BAGGER - Chief Executive of The Institute of Family Business
		BRIAN THOMPSON - Chairman, Musgrave Next Generation

13.15

Lunch plus Exhibition Viewing and Networking

		Session 3 - The Sentry Lecture - Leadership

15.00

SIR ALASTAIR COOK, CBE - The Sentry Lecture

16.00

Event Closes - Refreshments in the Exhibition Hall

Interact with us throughout the day using Slido! Simply enter code #Y342 when prompted
within the app and ask us your questions...

The Sponsors
Agrovista is a leading supplier of agronomy advice,
seed, crop protection products and precision farming
services, whose roots were firmly established 60
years ago.
At Agrovista, we recognise that the face of agriculture
is changing rapidly. Our aim to equip growers with the tools they need to respond to these changes
before they happen. Through our extensive trials programme, we research and develop cost-effective
and environmentally-sound crop solutions.
We cover every aspect of production including arable, grass and forage crops, fruit, vegetable and
commercial horticulture right through to lawn and turf care. We are totally committed to providing
innovative and evidenced-backed solutions for British growers, both now and in the future. With
depots and regional agronomy centres throughout the UK, we are your local crop care experts.

Bayer are the UK’s leading provider of innovative crop protection
solutions from seed to harvest and beyond, supporting UK farmers
and sustainable food production (www.cropscience.bayer.co.uk).
Having successfully acquired Monsanto in 2018, we are an innovative
and research-based company committed to providing our customers
effective, tailor-made solutions and pioneering new product
developments in the areas of seeds, traits, crop protection and digital
farming.

Flach & Le-Roy Ltd is an industry leader in
designing, manufacturing and delivering high
performance crop drying, ventilation and
storage systems. Its high quality product and
design services include drive-on drying floors,
air ducts, walling, fans, burners and associated control equipment delivered throughout the UK and
overseas. Formed in 1993 by Richard Flach and Owen Le-Roy, together the partners have over 50
years’ experience in the crop drying and storage business. Their speciality is high quality drive-on
flooring and box-store ventilation and conditioning systems. They have built a reputation in the
industry for expert knowledge and advice, along with first class customer care.

The Speakers
RORY CHRISTIE

Farmer and Board Member of Scottish Agricultural
Organisation Society
Rory Chrstie is 45 years of age, married with 2 daughters, and
currently works and lives in Scotland, UK.
“My Brother and I are joint owners of Dourie Farming Company
Limited, which specialises in Pastoral Dairy and intensive Pig
Production. We have constantly adapted, rationalised and invested
to remain competitive and to facilitate succession. Our primary
goal being to continue growing the business and providing profits
to sustain future generations of our family.
I have specialised in providing improved negotiation and
representation of UK Dairy farmers via the Milk Supplier Association,
of which I am the founding chairman. Alongside this I have recently formed the Fast Breeders COOP,
which functions to deliver applied research solutions in dairy genetics.
I am a 2007 RLP, 2017 “Harvest the Growth” participant and a qualified Mediator and Conflict resolver.
I consider myself a super co-operator and someone who thrives on innovative and ground-breaking
ideas that improve supply chain equality and help overcome the rural/urban divide.”

DR. CHRIS KEBBELL

NZ Primary Indstries/Agriculture Counsellor | Ministry of
Primary Industries (MPI) Representative
Chris Kebbell graduated as a Veterinarian from Massey University
New Zealand in 1994 and spent two years in mixed animal practice.
Chris then joined the Ministry for Primary Industries (Ministry
of Agriculture and Forestry at the time) as a front-line Meat
Veterinarian.
In 2002 Chris moved to the Wellington Head Office (New Zealand
Food Safety Authority) as a Programme Manager for by-products
(Inedible).
In 2004 Chris was appointed New Zealand’s Veterinary Counsellor
to the European Union (Brussels), managing the New Zealand EU
Veterinary Sanitary Agreement and relationship. Upon returning to New Zealand Chris held Manager
roles in teams responsible for imported foods and Free Trade Agreement implementation.
In 2012 Chris was appointed Director of Verification Services, leading the Ministry for Primary Industries
verification and certification (Official Controls) delivery service provider. From May 2018 Chris was
appointed as New Zealand’s Primary Industries/Agriculture Counsellor, based at the New Zealand High
Commission London.

The Speakers
JEFF GRANT

NZ Primary Indstries/Agriculture Counsellor | Ministry of
Primary Industries (MPI) Representative
Jeff Grant has a 35-year involvement in the Farming, Political
and Business sector of New Zealand. This started from his early
involvement in farming, and was retained in partnership with his
Wife Julia, operating 3 properties at Balfour in Southland NZ.
Jeff and Julia, outside of farming, operate a Family-Based Property
Company, have a Tourism Business in Wanaka Central Otago, and
are shareholders in a large Rural Vet Practice.
Jeff’s early career outside of farming started in 1987, as a Member
of Parliament for the Constituency of Awarua. He went on to serve
as the Senior Government Whip for the National Party 1990-93
term, before retiring at the 1993 election.
His first involvement in Governance started in 1994, when he was elected to the New Zealand Meat
Board and started a career of Directorships spanning till 2018. In that time Jeff has been a Director and
Board Member of 24 Companies, Trusts and Industry Organisations, including holding the position of
Chairman on 10 of those Boards.
Since July 2018 Jeff has taken up a position based in London to assist the NZ Meat Industry in ensuring
their continued access into Europe and UK post Brexit, assisting in negotiations with the future Free
Trade Agreements to give the meat industry the best opportunity, with improved access to these markets.

BRIAN THOMPSON

Chairman of Musgrave Next Generation

Based in the Scottish Borders, Brian Thompson is an ICF Registered
and Veritage Trained Family Business Coach. Through his firm,
Ducere Advisory Brian helps other family businesses to develop
programs to maintain successful family cohesion and succession
for generations to come.
Brian is Chairman of his Family Education Committee. His sixthgeneration family-owned company is an International Food
Distributor. The committee is responsible for educating the family
and nurturing younger family members as they become part of
the next generation and help with the transition out of active
participation for the older generation.

The Speakers
ELIZABETH BAGGER

Director General at The Institute of Family Business

Elizabeth Bagger is a passionate advocate for Family Businesses,
and the Director General of the UK based Institute for Family
Business (IFB); a Membership Organisation she’s been proud
to serve for a decade. The IFB works to support and promote
the UK Family Business Community by providing members with
unique learning and networking opportunities, and by lobbying
Government as the UK’s voice for Family Business.
Prior to joining the IFB, Elizabeth worked in International Corporate
Governance and spent almost a decade working for her own Family
Business, where she now serves as a NED.
She is a Veritage trained Family Business Coach, holds a certificate
in Family Business advising from the Family Firm Institute in
Boston, MA and is an accredited facilitator from the Oasis School of Human Relations in the UK.

GARY MARKHAM

Director of Land Family Business
Gary Markham advises his clients on such diverse subjects
as Succession Planning, Restructuring Advice, Mediation,
Management Accounts and Tax Advice. Since 1992 Gary has
produced benchmarking data from clients’ Annual Management
Accounts, using this data to help them identify strengths and
weaknesses and to challenge business structures and practices.
He enjoys writing and has many articles published in the press,
together with books on Machinery Management. He is also
mentioned in two issues of the Institute of Chartered Accountants
Reference Book on Auditing and Accounting.
Gary is a member of the Agricultural Law Association. A regular
speaker at many events Gary is passionate about encouraging and helping young individuals progress
and for clients to receive the very best advice available.
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EDWARD VENMORE

Head of Agriculture at Foot Anstey Solicitors
Edward Venmore is a Solicitor and Head of the Farms, Estates and
Rural Land Team at Foot Anstey.
Edward has extensive experience in a wide range of litigation and
deals regularly with disputes arising out of a failure to plan properly
for succession in farming families. Edward is a member of the
Agricultural Law Association and was previously a trustee of the
Charity, Farming and Countryside Education (FACE).

The Discussion Panel
Chaired by Elizabeth Bagger
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The Sentry Lecture

SIR ALASTAIR COOK, CBE

Farmer and Record-holding England Cricketer
Alastair Nathan Cook was born in Gloucester, December 1984 and is an English recordholding Cricketer. He currently plays for Essex County Cricket Club, and previously for
England. Cook is the fifth highest Test scorer of all time.
Alastair is regarded as England’s most successful batsman ever. He is England’s mostcapped player and has captained the team in an English record 59 Tests and 69 ODIs.
Outside of cricket, Alastair has written columns in the Telegraph and Metro, he is a talented
saxophone player and donates his time to raising money for Cancer Charities and the David
Randall Foundation.
He is now married with three children and works on the family farm.

Our Level 2 Supporters

Thank you
for the
continued
support!

Our Level 3 Supporters

Thank you for the continued support!

Our Conference is now SOLD OUT - Please email megan.
wilkins@sentry.co.uk with any queries or questions. We
look forward to seeing you soon!
Wednesday 5th February | Rowley Mile Racecourse Newmarket - 8:30am

